
   MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

Geary Jonas; James N. Lloyd James P. “Sean” 

Viars; Michael Duncan; Peggy Hash. 

     

Council Members Absent:       None 

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Amy McBride; Mykenna Hash  
 

All council members and administration were present via Zoom virtual meeting.   Council 

Chambers were open, and a laptop connected to the meeting was available for citizens to listen 

or speak during citizen’s time. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Hash and seconded by Councilmember Viars to approve 

the minutes of the December 8, 2020 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by 

a vote of (4) for:  Yontz, Viars, Duncan, Hash; zero (0) against; two (2) abstain:  Jonas, Lloyd. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Amy McBride was present to distribute an advanced news release from Wythe County 

Community Hospital.  Every Tuesday for the next five weeks citizens over the age of 75 years 

old may receive a COVID-19 vaccine.  To schedule an appointment, citizens are advised to call 

the number listed on the release.  Councilmember Viars asked if anyone has asked Mt Rogers 

Health District about the town employees receiving the vaccine.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that the town cannot make it mandatory to receive the vaccine.  Councilmember Viars stated that 
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he does not want to make it mandatory. Councilmember Viars stated that he thinks town 

employees would have priority.  Town Manager Childers stated that he received an email that 

stated municipal essential workers are ninth on the list to receive vaccines.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Town Manager Childers read a thank you note from Carrington Place for organizing the Santa 

Claus visit on the firetruck for residents. 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz read an email from Jack Weaver asking questions about any progress made 

with the Wythe County Board of supervisors regarding the water line extension.  He also 

inquired about the Ted Brown property, and the water line installation behind Southwestern 

Equipment.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will address the issues in his report. 

 

Councilmember Hash asked about the progress of adopting an ordinance to have chickens in the 

town.  Town Manager Childers stated that he does not think a public hearing should be held due 

to COVID-19. 

 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITILIZATION – None 

 

  

NEW BUSINESS  

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR CARES ACT FUNDING – Treasurer Patton explained that the 

town received their portion of the Cares act funds from Wythe County in the amount of 

$250,256.  Treasurer Patton asked Council to amend the budget in the amount of $250,256 to 

add the line items for revenues and expenses related to Cares act fund receivables and 

expenditures.  A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember 

Lloyd to amend the FY2020-21 Budget in the amount of $250,256 for Cares act fund revenues 

and expenditures.    The motion passed by a vote of six for:  Yontz, Jonas, Lloyd, Hash, Viars, 

Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR KENNY PEOPLES – Town Manager Childers stated that 

one of the stipulations in the Conditional Use Permit that Kenny Peeples obtained was to have 

significant progress made on the project in six months.  Mr. Peeples has not made significant 

progress, so Council is asked to vote to revoke the permit.  Town Manager Childers stated that 

the planning Commission voted unanimously to revoke the conditional use permit during the last 

meeting.  A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Jonas 

to revoke the conditional use permit for Kenny Peoples.  Councilmember Viars stated that there 

has not been any progress on the property, and Mr. Peeples was not present at the planning 
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commission meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Jonas, Yontz, Lloyd, Hash, 

Duncan, Viars; zero (0) against. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

RURAL RETREAT VOL EMERGENCY SERVICE – Councilmember Duncan stated that the 

new ambulance was received.  Councilmember Duncan stated that for the month of November 

the Rescue Squad had 69 call outs and 8 calls to assist the fire department.  He added that there 

were no meetings in December, and the next meeting will be on Monday, January 18, 2021.  

Councilmember Duncan stated that the number of calls is down, but the amount of money 

received for the calls has increased.  Town Manager Childers stated that the County will give 

$13,000 in support of the Rescue Squad.  Councilmember Viars stated that in his opinion if the 

new ambulance is tagged by the County then it is owned by the County.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that the County paid for the ambulance with the County Cares Act Funding.  

Councilmember Duncan stated that the town may be able to have it titled to the town after a 

certain amount of time.  Councilmember Hash asked if the Rescue Squad still has investments 

with Edward Jones.  Councilmember Duncan stated that they have about $30.000 invested.  

Councilmember Viars stated that he wants to thank Board of Supervisors Chairman Brian 

Vaught for offering to purchase uniforms with Cares act funds for all County Rescue Squad 

members instead of just the one that requested uniforms. 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – None 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Report will be included in the Town Manager’s report. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL - Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that we will have a meeting on 

January 26, 2021 at 6 pm to discuss the festival.  Vice-Mayor Yontz asked Town Manager 

Childers about the progress of stage expansion project. Town Manager Childers stated that the 

stage will be expanded for the festival.  He stated that he will contact Vice-Mayor Yontz 

regarding the specifics of the project. 

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that Jeff Gordon with Shentel will be present at the next meeting to 

present an offer for internet security including fiberoptic internet connection.  Mr. Gordon will 

explain where the town office has security issues regarding the internet.  Vice-Mayor Yontz 

suggested that any questions regarding the service be sent in advance to Treasurer Patton or 

himself. 

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- I contacted VDOT about the shoulder on route 90 from the Dutch Pantry toward Food 

Country.  They will inspect the shoulders and try to get them fixed. 

- The preliminary survey has been completed on the Section House property by Billy 

Anderson and has been sent to Norfolk Southern for review. 
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- I sent DEQ a letter for procurement for the engineering of Phase 1 of the I and I project.  

This is a step toward our loan from the Revolving Loan Fund for sewer rehabilitation. 

- I sent in an acceptance of bid for Phase 9 and 10 of the sidewalk projects.  The bid came 

in higher than expected by King Contractors.  VDOT was able to get the town an 

additional $107k for the project with 20% being town match. 

- I reached out to Stephen Bear about a joint utilities meeting. To discuss future water 

projects and service areas.  There next meeting will be next Tuesday at 9:00 am.   

- Our grant funds have been allocated and recommended by the JIDA.  I spoke with John 

Matthews, of the JIDA, and we agree that the businesses Grant Application will be 

binding as their programmatic agreement. 

- After reviewing the permit for our Wastewater Plant, it was found that we will have to do 

testing 3 days a week instead of one day a week.  This was an oversight and was caught 

by Mike Whalen.  We called DEQ and reported that we had only been doing this one day 

a week.  The town was told by DEQ to test 3 days a week.  This testing is done hourly 

and is very taxing on our staff’s time.  It is recommended that we buy automatic catch 

apparatuses to catch the inflow and outflow at the plant.  These cost between $3k and $4k 

a piece.  DEQ wants this done immediately.  I suggest we purchase these under 

emergency procurement.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Lloyd and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to give 

Town Manager Childers the authority to purchase three Isco Samplers for the wastewater plant to 

comply with DEQ regulations.  The motion passed by a vote of six (6):  Jonas, Lloyd, Viars, 

Duncan, Hash, Yontz; zero (0) against. 

 

Councilmember Viars asked if the town sent a letter to the county stating that the town is 

interested in expanding water service.  Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with 

Chairman Vaught regarding the town’s interest in the project.  Chairman Vaught stated the 

county’s water committee will meet first regarding the project.  Councilmember Viars stated that 

he wants everyone to know that the Town of Rural Retreat is interested in working on a water 

project with Wythe County.  Mayor Litz stated that the Town is interested in working with 

Wythe County. 

 

Town Manager Childers commended the Finance Committee on the support to small businesses 

by offering small business grants with Cares act funding. 

 

Councilmember Duncan asked about the sewer line project from Milk Plant Road to the sewer 

plant in Vernon’s field.    Mayor Litz stated that the pipe is purchased and is sitting on the town 

lot.     

 

Councilmember Lloyd stated that he would like to compliment the fire department for taking 

Santa around town.  He stated that it was a nice gesture especially for the older citizens that 

cannot go out. 

 

Chairman Vaught, Wythe County Board of Supervisors addressed Council to give an update.  He 

stated the Four for Life Funds will be given to Rural Retreat and Lead Mines Rescue Squads.  

The Four for Life funds are provided by the Virginia DMV.  The funds will be affected next year 
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due to citizens not registering as many vehicles.  Chairman Vaught reported that each fire 

department in the county will receive a pickup truck from the County with Cares act funds.  

Councilmember Viars thanked Chairman Vaught for standing up for Rural Retreat Rescue Squad 

when uniforms were going to be purchased for the members of Lead Mines Rescue Squad.  

Chairman Vaught reported that the deadline has been extended to December 3, 2021 to spend 

CARES Act funds. 

Chairman Vaught stated that the Board of Supervisors discussed the recent broadband survey 

during their meeting.  He added that 1,600 to 1,800 people answered the survey.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Treasurer Patton stated that she provided each member with a report of the electronic payments 

made in November and December. 

 

The invoices for January 12, 2021 were read and approved. 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


